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seem to relish such a plan, remarking that the mili-
tary academy was a school where young men were
u trained to vice and the army." However, after
much reflection, he made up his mind to try for a
cadet's appointment. He wrote himself to several
friends of his family then in Congress, among them
Judge McLean and his brother, and the Hon. Thomas
Ross, and "begged their influence.

The result was awaited with great anxiety. To a
boy so interested in study, with such natural inde-
pendence, and no special love for trade, an appoint-
ment of this kind was certainly an object to be greatly
desired. It was a period of great restlessness and
chafing at delays in hearing from those who had his
fate in their charge. It then took some weeks for a
letter to go or come from Washington, and a boy of
fifteen, if of any serious consideration to members of
the government, was certainly more fortunate than
he would be to-day.

However, all suspense must at last have an end.
One day the mail brought to his address an official
letter. He broke the seal, and within found a cadet's
warrant, with an order to report for examination
June 1,1825.
